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Organisiert Demonstrationen in allen 
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“Wilson’s Arms: Biafra’s Death.” German poster with Wilson as Hitler. 


BIAFRA: Crisis 
of our democracy 


.Bob Overy writes: How on earth is 
the British Government’s wretched 
policy of support for a Federal 
Nigerian military victory over Biafra, 
as the only possible “solution” to 
the problem posed by  Biafran 
secession, to be challenged by its 
opponents? - 


This is the same issue that was raised 
by the long campaign against nuclear 
weapons of the 1950s and 60s. It is 
the issue raised by the abject British 
support of America in Vietnam. And 
it is the issue raised by the Govern- 
ment’s disastrous financial and em- 
ployment policies. 


Profound Crisis 


There is a profound crisis in British 
political democracy because the men 
who presume to direct home and 
foreign policy, on our behalf, do not 
try, and are in fact unable, to make 
their decisions as the end result of 
free and open debate. 


More than that, they actively try to 
block free discussion by numerous 
techniques of manipulation, evasive- 
ness, and deliberate contempt for 
moral perception. 


Minority Efforts 


When eventually an issue of principle, 
like Biafra, is forced to public atten- 
tion by the ceaseless efforts of the 
minority with an active conscience, 
the contempt in which our “ represen- 
tatives” hold the democratic process 
is revealed. 


They resist public discussion by every 
possible means. We are constantly 
told, for example, that critics of 
Government policy are “i. 
informed ”, “ pro-Biafra’”’, “ pro-Viet 
Cong”, ‘“‘ emotional ”, and so on. 


continued on page 4 
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Eldridge Cleaver 


London Squatters 
Greek Junta’s Rule 
Jim Garrison Case 
Tunisian Prisoners 


ONE SHILLING 


pirates... 


Roger Moody writes: Britain. is send- 
ing not only paratroops but a 50- 
strong police force to squash a 
“rebellion” in the Caribbean by 
6,000 people—mostly women and 
youngsters—whose basic allegiance is 
to Britain herself. 


No one can predict what will come 
out of Britain’s invasion of Anguilla. 
But what can be predicted is that 
this “war of Whitlock’s injured 
pride” will go down in history as 
surpassing even the Suez adventure of 
1956 in its blundering foolishness. 


The majority-of Anguillans still want 
constitutional ties with Britain—so 
long as they are freed from the hated 
Government of St Kitts. 


Some of the islanders might well 
have counselled against the recent de 
facto declaration of a republic, had 
they realised how brusquely the 
“mother country” would react—cut- 
ting off aid, and attempting to with- 
draw all British personnel. 


Worst Footing 


Now we have a situation in which the 
British Government—while recog- 
nising in private the viciousness of 
Premier Bradshaw’s regime in St 
Kitts — uses the very tactics the 
Anguillans have come to fear and 
expect from Bradshaw himself. 


That’s not all. William Whitlock took 
with him to Anguilla last week 
proposals which were more reason- 
able than those introduced during 
private talks at the Commonwealth 
Office last year. 


Whitlock’s proposals (including one 
for a new Commissioner for the 
island) were likely to have been 
accepted by the Anguillans. His plan 
granted Anguilla everything except 
an Associated Status. 


What happened then? Before Whit- 
lock had even met to discuss the plan 
with Webster in Anguilla last week, 
his aide distributed leaflets about his 
plan to some islanders awaiting him. 


Moreover, Whitlock failed to turn up 
to an interview with Webster ar- 
ranged at a hotel, and when Webster 
arrived, he found no British repre- 
sentative ready to meet him. 


Discussions between Whitlock and 
Webster therefore proceeded on the 
worst possible footing. When a few 
shots were fired by unknown people 
outside his house, Webster then 
asked him to leave the island “for 
his own safety ”, 


The image of Whitlock as a man 


forced out at gun-point, and of Web- 
ster as a desperate man intent on 
irresponsibly challenging the British 
Government, is therefore a serious 
misrepresentation. 


We may rightly wonder how far Brad- 
shaw (who has always wanted an in- 
vasion of Anguilla) actually put 
pressure on the Foreign Office, and 
how far his sanction is being used 
merely to rubber-stamp the invasion 
(under the West Indies Act 1967). 


Advance Plan? 


We may also wonder what lay behind 
a short report in the Sunday Tele- 
graph by its Naval Correspondent on 
February 16 which actually 
announced a proposed “ airlift” of 
troops for Anguilla, mentioning the 
possible use of the frigate HMS Rhyl. 


How far were these merely con- 
tingency plans? How far was the 
situation on Anguilla manipulated last 
week, to enable them to be put into 
practice? 

There are “gangster”? elements on 
Anguilla, and there have been man 

attempts to invest, speculate, an 

feed on Anguilla’s resources—by and 
large, her tourist attractions. 

Nobody can deny that the situation is 
confused. But this is precisely why the 
British Government is acting so ir- 
responsibly. 

Nothing is calculated more than a 
military “protective” invasion to 
strengthen the position of the small 
minority of gangsters in the Carib- 
bean and to drive the Anguillans 
irretrievably away from Britain. 

An emergency teach-in on Anguilla 
will take place at the Conway Hail, 
Red Lion Square, WCI, next Friday, 
March 28, from 5 pm till 10 pm. 

The teach-in is being jointly spon- 
sored by the Youth Group of the PPU, 
Resurgence, and Peace News. 


Surely you agree, after 300 years 
in the British Empire, you’re too 
small to be prosperous on your 
own. 


2 Peace News 21 March 1969 


Jeff Cloves 


A smallish man with shades and high-crowned 
amazing African hat. Getting a bit thick round the 
middle—a gentle, almost clumsy man. He’s black 
and blind, and he’s appearing at Ronnie Scott’s 
Club in London till the end of March. And you 
must go and see him—now! 


It’s Roland Kirk I’m talking about, and you must 
see him because no record can ever do justice to 
him and because he needs an audience every bit 
as much as we need him and because he’s the 
greatest bundle of joy in jazz since Fats Waller and 
because he loves us and wants us to love him and 
because he said “don’t send me no flowers when 
1 split, man, send ’em to me now” and because 
he’s a genius and because he’s on our side. 


Last week at Scott’s he gave me the greatest jazz 
kick since I saw Louis Armstrong on that pathetic 
revolving stage at the Empress Hall after stealing 
the afternoon off school to queue for tickets. And, 
like Armstrong, Kirk is one of the greatest enter- 
tainers I’ve ever seen. 


It’s impossible to separate his jazz from his 
presence, from his blindness, and that’s why you 
must go and see him. You must see him bumble 
precariously round the stage, almost knocking his 
Chinese gong flying and almost kicking his 
tambourines into the audience, and selecting his 
hext instrument with a sort of clumsy grace as 
though it wouldn’t much matter which one he 


KIRK’S WORKS (!) 


You must see him when he’s really flying home, 
stamping his foot, sending signals to his rhythm 
section and urging them on with an incredible 
“whooping” instrument, snatching at the first 
available horn and shoving it in the first available 
orifice, roaring, sighing, snorting, wheezing, pour- 
ing it all out with the urgency of a man well 
aware of the desperate shortage of time allowed 
to so many jazz-men. 


Great Shout of Joy 


His incredible song-poem, They Shot Him Down, 
I Want My Mama, is, in one part, a eulogy to 
Charlie Parker, Billie Holiday, and Bud Powell, 
and later, like so many of his things, returns to 
an R & B Ray Charles-type song, with the audience 
chanting responses and clapping on the off-beat. 
And all the time. he is playing jazz of amazing 
beauty and grace, allowing of no musical frontiers 
and accepting no limitations of intellect or 
technique. 


His music is full of quotes, nostalgic and con- 
temporary, and imitations—Ear! Bostic, Barney 
Bigard, John Coltrane—and snatches of pop— 
Eleanor Rigby and a lovely theme based on the 
Aretha Franklin hit, Say A Little Prayer For 


Me. He plays the band parts on three instruments 
at once and solos on whatever takes his fancy or 
is nearest, he swoops from tempo to tempo and 
key to key, and is buoyed up by a superb rhythm 
section in which Jimmie Hopps, the drummer, is 
outstanding. 


Kirk is not avant-garde. He’s not difficult. He’s 
everything there has ever been in jazz, and some- 
thing there has never been before. The music of 
many of the ‘“new-thing” musicians-—-e.g. 
Coltrane and Coleman—was a shriek of anguish, 
a mixed cry of pain and anger about being black 
and oppressed, and lately has developed into an 
aggressive, revolutionary assault parading black- 
ness like a banner. But Kirk has either come 
through all this, or, I suspect, has by-passed it 
altogether. His music is a great shout of joy, an 
affirmation of what it can be like when we finally 
come together. 


During his last number at Scott’s, Kirk really 
flipped. He wrenched the mike from the stand 
and dropped it down the spout of his tenor sax, 
he took his coat off and draped it over his head, 
he sang and danced and held a party on the stage, 
and finally he wandered down into the audience 
and crashed among the tables, blowing his head 
off, a freaked-out pied-piper of the New World. 
At one point he sat on someone’s lap and blew a 
chorus from there. If he’d sat on mine I think 
I would have kissed him. 


chose anyway. 


Tunisia: Bourguiba’s ‘Immature’ 


Khalid Kishtainy writes: After 
months of intimidation under the'gen- 
teel name of investigation, 31 intel- 
lectuals have been sent to prison 
recently in Tunisia. 


President Bourguiba’s mouthpieces 
described the trial as a “grand 
lesson”. His news agency writes: 
“Only a tiny minority of young 
rebels had been influenced by 
destructive ideology.” 
We are told that the accused wrote 
letters apologising for their foul 
deeds. Al-Amal described them as 
“misguided youth ”. 
The defence council attacked the 
activities of their clients, sang the 
praises of Bourguiba’s rule, which has 
“achieved socialism and liberty”, 
and pleaded the “political im- 
maturity ” of the accused. 
The 31 students in the box nodded in 
assent. ‘‘ Yes, we are bums.” 
The Tunisian Republic has a short 
history. Not so short is the history of 
the political prisoner. The long record 


of persecution reminds us what kind 
of State stages such trials and speaks 
such nonsense. 

The story of Bourguiba’s new pris- 
oners goes back to the Arab-Israeli 
war, when Tunisian students demon- 
strated and mobbed the American 
Embassy. Scores of them were 
arrested, and 70 were committed to 
prison. 


Instability 


Muhammad Bin Jannat, 27-year-old 
student, was given 20 years for incite- 
ment to violence and racialism. The 
mockery is that Bin Jannat spoke at 
the university, a few days before his 
arrest, warning his comrades against 
violence and anti-Semitism. 

In March 1968, a strike was held in 
protest against his imprisonment. A 
new wave of arrests was made, and 
its harvest was the 31 prisoners. 


The leader of the new group, Najib 


Shabbi, was given 11 years for 
endangering the security of the State. 
Two years were given for stealing a 
typewriter, and five years for im- 
proper use of the machine, i.e. 
typing anti-imperialist literature. 

The prisoners were accused of being 
Ba’athists and in contact with Syria. 
The authorities played on _ the 
instability of the Arab East, and the 
setbacks suffered by Cairo, Damascus, 
and Baghdad. Revolution, preached 
Bourguiba’s mouthpieces, would bring 
ie same losses and bloodshed to 

unis. 


Tunisia must follow its own pro- 
Western path, it was asserted by those 
who desperately entreated the 
Pentagon to help Tunisia’s finances by 
setting up an American base. The 
country must continue to attract 
American and West German capital 
by remaining a little oasis of 
ee reer acy: moderation, and lawful 
rule! 


Amnesty International investigated 
the case and produced a Report 


GREECE: Just ‘A Little More Time’? 


In Strasbourg, the Assembly of the 
Council of Europe passed, by an over- 
whelming majority—92 for, 11 against 
—a resolution proposed by the Dutch 
delegate, Mr Van de Stoel, calling for 
the expulsion of Greece from the 
Council. 


The resolution takes the form of a 
recommendation to the Council of 
Ministers, which meets on May 5. 


As far as Britain is concerned, the 
final say in the matter will rest with 
Mr Wiison and his Secretary of State, 
Lord Chalfont. 


It is to be feared that pressure from 
the American Government has 
already ensured that, faced with the 
question of Greece’s expulsion, 
Wilson-Chalfont will either vote 
against it, or—at best—ask that the 
greek regime be given “a little more 
me”. 


the substantial order 


That apart, 
Onassis tossed, 


which ‘ Emperor” 


with exquisite timing and direction, 
into British shipyards last year, has 
almost certainly halted any further 
statements on “bestiality” that Mr 


Wilson may or may not have been 
planning for the future—which, of 
course, is what it was meant to do. 


At this stage, to ask that the Colonels 
be given “a little more time” is to 
ask that innocent Greeks, men and 
women, should be tortured and left 
to rot in abominable prisons for just 
a little while longer. 


Perversion 


It is to ask for Greek children to be 
indoctrinated with military fascism, 
darkness, and fear in schools which 
mock every known concept of the 
word “education” and which stand 
as temples of perversion in the face 
of enlightenment. 


All this—for just a little while longer. 


Whoever shows his face in public, 
after adding his voice to any such 
plea at Strasbourg, should be 
accorded the reception befitting such 
a “champion of humanity ”. 

If the Council of Europe does block 


its ears to the great and agonised 
cries for help coming from 


Bouboulinas and a hundred other 
torture chambers in Greece, it is the 
duty of all in this country who have 
heard those cries, and been moved by 
them, to ensure that they are ampli- 
fied and conveyed directly to the 
vicinity of Downing Street. 


Mr Wilson must be made to either 
live up to his professed outrage at 
“bestialities ” or identify once and 
for all with the beasts themselves. 
Then at least we will know where 
both he and we stand. 


(Reprinted, much shortened, from the 
Bulletin of the London Group for the 
Restoration of Democracy in Greece.) 


(See also Page 6) 


Prisoners 


blooming with a rich harvest of 
moderation and lawfulness: malprac- 
tice by the tribunal: reports of 
torture and _ ill-treatment:  inter- 
ference with defence: severity of the 
sentences: no contact with the out- 
side world and families. 


The Report goes on to describe the 
political prisoners in the Bizerta 
Prison: 


“They are not allowed out for 
more than five minutes a day 
exercise: their cells are below 
ground, have no windows, and no 
furniture except a paliasse on the 
floor. There is no light or ventila- 
tion. 


“The walls and atmosphere 
generally are damp, and this is 
obviously disastrous for anyone who 
has tubercular tendencies, as is the 
case of Ben Khadr Nouedine, sen- 
tenced to 14 years.” 


‘Liberalism’ 


This Western bastion of democracy 
prides itself by assuring us that the 
imprisoned students and lecturers are 
not treated “worse than criminals ”. 


The odd thing about it is that 
Bourguiba himself was once such a 
political prisoner. One might expect 
that he has learnt his lesson. But he 
has not, and the question must be 
asked: Whose political immaturity is 
it? The prisoner’s? Or the jailer’s? 
But it is not only Tunisia’s liberalism 
which is in question. It is the 
hypocrisy of the imperialist world 
which glares in our eyes. Many were 
the crocodile tears which were shed 
in the West over the prisoners of 
Baghdad and Damascus. 


Yet vain was my attempt to find one 
single word in the British press, with 
the honourable exception of Black 
Dwarf, on Bourguiba’s prisoners. The 
attempt was obviously a_ political 
immaturity of my own. 


FOLK meets POP... 


Fairport Convention, Pat Sky, Sallyangie, Al Stewart, John Peel 
THE ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL: 8 pm Monday 24 March 


Tickets: 21s, 17s 6d, 12s 6d, 7s 6d 


From the ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Box Office (Tel: 01-928 3191) , 


Wain e Y 
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Home Truths From A Man On The Run 


Hilda 
Bernstein’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


For a long time many “ progressive ” 
people who rejected race prejudice, 
and were aware of the injustices 
perpetrated against the coloured 
peoples of the world, suffered agonies 
of soul-searching at the assault on 
their attitudes by exponents of Black 
Power. 


Confronted by the angry black man 
who declared all whites to be 
basically evil by nature, they cried 
“But what can we do?” and were 
told “ Nothing! We’re the ones to do 
the doing now. Go bury yourself! ” 


Liberal whites who greeted the ex- 
tremism of black nationalism, because 
they saw it as a definitive assertion of 
manhood and rejection of the myths 
that white supremacy had developed, 
were not always ready to declare that 
being black in itself is not enough. 


Economic Aims 


Nor were they usually prepared to 
point out that Black Power by itself is 
an impotent slogan (not in South 
Africa, to be sure, but certainly for 
places where the blacks are a racial 
minority) and that the revolution that 
lacks sound economic aims will die on 
its feet (witness ‘“ independent” 
Africa). 


Now comes a black voice shouting 
with the same angry and arrogant 
passion as the others, but made 
coherent by an informed radical 
understanding not only of the dom- 
estic situation within America but of 
its relation to the world as a whole. 


“What the Negro now needs and 
consciously seeks is political and 
economic power”, writes Eldridge 
Cleaver.* ‘“‘ Ultimately we shall wit- 
ness the merging of the Negro 


*SOUL ON ICE by Eldridge Cleaver. 
Published by Jonathan Cape at 35s 
in hard-back. There is also a paper- 
back version available from Cape 
Editions at 10s 6d—but it omits some 
essays, including the important love- 
letters to Cleaver’s lawyer, Beverley 
Axelrod. This abridged edition is 
also published by Cape as a hard- 
back at 25s.—Eds. 


revolution with a broader movement 
demanding disarmament and conver- 
sion of the economy to peaceful 
purposes.” 


The prospect of an alliance between 
the Negro revolution, the New Left, 
and the peace movement fills the 
power-structure with apprehension. 
“The link between America’s under- 
cover support of colonialism abroad 
and the bondage of the Negro at home 
becomes increasingly clearer.”’ 


Those people primarily concerned 
with improving the Negro’s position 
recognise, in other words, as do 
proponents of the liquidation of 
America’s neo-colonial network, that 
their fight is one and the same. They 
see the key contradiction of our time. 


White Women 


Cleaver’s potted biography has by 
now appeared in reviews in many 
papers: the jailed drug-pusher who 
decided that a ruthless attitude 
towards white women was a way of 
fighting the standards and morals laid 
down by a white supremacist society: 
who, after practising his techniques 
as a rapist in the black ghetto, crossed 
the tracks and sought out his white 
prey: 
“ Rape was an insurrectionary act. 
It delighted me that I was defying 
and trampling on the white man’s 
law, on his system of values, and 
that I was defiling his women.” 


But back in prison, he took a long 
look at himself, and “ for the first time 
in my life, admitted that I was wrong, 
that I had gone astray, for I could 
not approve the act of rape. I lost 
my self-respect.” 

Cleaver, who became first a convert 
to the Black Muslims, then followed 
Malcolm X to a more rational view of 
the black man’s struggle for man- 
hood, started to write—to save him- 
self. When he was released from jail 
on parole, he became a leading figure 
in the Black Panthers. 


The Black Panthers have become the 
target of every policeman from one 
end of America to the other. The 
press has created the image of a 
band of gun-swingers looking like Doc 
Duvalier’s special police—black 
berets, jackets, and  sun-glasses, 
trigger-happy and menacing. 


But they are a serious political party, 
and if Cleaver correctly expresses 
their views, it is easy to understand 
why they have received such a 
uniformly bad press. For they are 
deadly dangerous to the American 
power-system in the way that Malcolm 
X became too dangerous when he 
shed the racial obscurantism of 
Elijah Muhammad—Malcolm X was 
becoming the most powerful black 
leader of modern America when he 
was gunned down. 


Sid Hammer 
AN EPITAPH 


One day 
Glancing eastward 


On a soft September morning 

Just before the end of leaf-fall 

I shall open out of season 

Like a glory in the green-grey morning 
And take the landscape into me. 


Shimmering, mist-like 


Through the last pale leaves of yellow aspen 
I shall settie in the valley 


Seeming there 


A lake among the trees. 


Eldridge Cleaver 


So with the Black Panthers. Their 
treasurer, Bobby Hutton, was killed 
by Oakland police last April, and 
Cleaver was charged with attempted 
murder and assault with a deadly 
weapon. He was also to have been 
sent back to prison on the allegation 
that he had violated his parole. 


The reports I’ve read of the incident 
indicated that the police provoked it 
and deliberately killed Hutton. But 
with Cleaver’s violent past and 
radical present, what chance did he 
have? He has disappeared, said to be 
a fugitive frem political persecution. 
T hope he is safe. 


With this background, read his 
stinging, intense, and optimistic col- 
lection of essays, ranging round many 
subjects but with a cohesive whole- 
ness, the basis of which is an in- 
formed radical approach. His social- 
psychological analysis of ‘field 
niggers”, “house niggers”, and 
Uncle Toms, for example, seems to 
me to be faultless. Most brilliant of 
all is the essay titled ‘‘ The Allegory 
of the Black Eunuchs ”’. 


Dominant Male 


But I found “ The Primeval Mitosis ”, 
an attempt to explain the sexual 
images that a society projects in 
terms of economic class relations, 
rather obscure, and Cleaver’s con- 
tinuing obsession with black men/ 
white women as being the least 
rational of his themes. 


My own experience of sexual rela- 
tionships in a racially distorted 
society has been that the inferior 
status of women as a whole—i.e. the 
inferior status of black and white 
women—plays a more important role 
in forming the attitudes of the dom- 
inant white male than the racial 
factor—which is, of course, still 
important. ‘ 


Therefore I feel that the images pro- 
jected by the ruling elite in American 
society in their quest for the con- 
firmation of masculinity by the male, 
and the creation of the weak and 
ultra-feminine female, are the result 
of social-economic forces in society, 
and not in themselves a cause. 


But that’s only a part. My South 
African experience applauds Cleaver 
when he describes how the murder 
of white Civil Rights workers was 
even welcomed by Negroes, a wel- 
coming of the violence and death to 
whites because America has never 
truly been outraged by the murder 
of a black man, woman, or child. 


These are terrible and bitter truths, 
but truths that must be faced by 
whites who have not experienced the 
prolonged nightmare of non-being 
generated by white supremacy. 


I applaud Cleaver again when he 
writes ‘“separate-but-equal marked 
the last stage of the white man’s 
flight into cultural neurosis”. 


And most of all, I respond with joy 
to his confidence in the possibility of 
change for blacks and whites, in his 
hope for America’s future: 


“Tn vain also the assassin’s bullets 
that crashed through the head of 
John Kennedy, taking a life, yes, 
but creating a larger-than-life and 
failing utterly to expunge from the 
record the March on Washington 
and its truth: that this nation— 
bourgeois or not, imperialist or not, 
murderous or not, ugly or not—its 
people, somewhere in their butch- 
ered and hypocritical souls, still 
contained an epic potential of spirit 
which is its hope, a bottomless 
potential which fires the imagina- 
tions of its youth. 

“This great mass hunger, which 
transcends national or racial 
boundaries, recoils from the subtle 
subversions of the mechanical en- 
vironment which modern  tech- 
nology is creating faster than man, 
with his present savage relationship 
to his fellow men, is able to receive 
and assimilate.” 


Strong, Positive 


Of course, it is possible to find fault 
(though I found Christopher Rick’s 
comment distasteful: “It is a bad 
book, and only a covert condescension 
could see it as a good one.”) Some- 
times it is confused by rhetoric and 
sometimes Eldridge Cleaver does be- 
come bemused with words. 


But the ideas are strong and positive, 
and like Malcolm X, here is a black 
leader who is prepared to say that 
the price of hating other human be- 
ings is loving oneself less. 


Greetings, Brother Cleaver. Stay well, 
and speak loudly! 


(See also Page 7) 
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Borough 
to move on 
travellers 


Kevin McGrath writes: Full authority 
to go ahead with “ moving on ” travel- 
ler families squatting on sites in the 
London Borough of Newham was 
delegated by the Borough Council to 
its Town Clerk, at a meeting on Tues- 
day, March 11 (see last week’s Peace 
News). 

At the same time—somewhat incon- 
sistently—the Council agreed that the 
matter should be further discussed at 
the next meeting of its Resources and 
uBlicy Committee, to be held in a few 

ays. 


Strong-Arm Boys 


Rumours that there would be an 
attempted eviction any day, in 
advance of this discussion, were be- 
ing taken very seriously as we went 
to press this week by the Gypsy Coun- 
cil, and by the 50 or so traveller 
families likely to be involved. 


On the Monday before the Council 
discussed the issue, there appears, in 
fact, to have been an attempted 
eviction. Council workmen with a 
towing-vehicle, accompanied by 
police, came along, but seem to have 
been deterred by the sight of barri- 
cades erected in preparation for some- 
thing of this sort. Since then the 
travellers’ defences have been 
improved. 


If the Council does try strong-arm 
methods, resistance is likely to be 
even more massive and determined 
than it was at Colne Park Caravan 
Site last December, when a much 
smaller group of families successfully 
—and, on the whole, non-violently— 
defied Council men and police. 


Contact: Grattan Puxon, 14 Prince’s 
Avenue, London N3 (01-349 9427). 


HOME Sweet Genesis Hall... 


Sherrl Yanowitz writes: 178 Drury 
Lane is a four-storey dark maze of 
trash-filled cellular rooms. It was 
built in 1881. If it hadn’t been made 
of bricks and stone, it surely would 
have fallen down before the Greater 
London Council (GLC) closed it in 
1967. 


This ex-hotel is now “HOME” to 
about 20 Arts Lab people and 20 to 
40 young and mostly “ underground ” 
individuals. 


For the last two years Arts Lab 
people have looked covetously at this 
vacant building, which is not due for 
demolition till 1973. A work-party 
entered the premises in early March 
and began cleaning: shovelling out 
rooms full of stinking milk bottles, 
heaps of collapsed roofing, and gen- 
erally trying to make the place 
habitable. 


The squatters speak in surprisingly 
earnest utopian tones. With “hard 
work and enthusiasm” they aim to 
clean, disinfect, paint, repair the roof, 
and build complete bathrooms and 
kitchens on each floor. 


Each person who takes a room is ex- 
pected to pay one pound “rent” into 
the general fund. The “ HOME-folk ”’ 
want to create a healthy environment 
for artists and musicians, and most 
importantly for unmarried mothers 
and their children. 


Door Padlocked 


On Friday, March 7, a GLC worker 
met an Arts Lab bloke carrying water 
buckets through the hall-way. Since 
their secret was now public, the 
squatters put a big HOME sign across 
the hotel-front. 


On Monday, March 10, the GLC pad- 
locked the front door. This also 
barred the fire-escapes of the only 
functioning shop, a tailor’s on the 
ground floor. 


As all good squatters must, the 
‘“* HOME-folk ” had read their building 
codes. Frank Harris of the Arts Lab, 
in a letter to the GLC, told them that 
padlocks across fire exits are contrary 
to the GLC’s own ordinances. 


GLC Jawyers took the padlock off 
and tried to persuade the squatters to 
leave “ HOME ”’. It’s reported that the 
GLC men half-threatened that either 
the police would be called in, or all 
the water drains might be filled with 
concrete. 


Then one of the lawyers told Frank 
Harris that, although the GLC had 
various “legal recourses”, yet “in 
this year of 1969, the GLC will not 
resort to using its legal powers ”’. 


Last Friday, March 14, the water 
supply was cut off. Barely stopping to 
note this technicality, the squatters 
went on with their plans to create a 
haven. They went on seeing solicitors 
in order to form a legal entity, a 
tenants’ association. 


On Saturday, March 15, they had a 
planning session with a “ radical un- 
married mothers’ action group”. 
The group at “HOME”, now re- 
named Genesis Hall, went.on cleaning 
and awaiting the next GLC 
manoeuvre. 


Ni: Extra-Strength Order Act 


Kevin McGrath writes: The new 
extra-strength Northern Ireland Pub- 
lic Order Act should be law in time 
for this weekend. Its committee stage 
is set for Thursday, March 20, the 
report stage for Friday, and that’s it, 
except for the Royal Assent. 


Undeterred by the new Act—or, to 
speak more accurately, provoked and 
inspired by it—marches, sit-downs, 
and variously illegal acts of defiance 
are planned for tomorrow, Saturday, 
March 22, in at least 10 towns and 
cities all over Northern Ireland. 


Members of Belfast People’s 
Democracy (PD) have been energeti- 


BIAFRA: CRISIS OF DEMOCRACY 


x from page 1 


And when, at last, all the elaborate 
smokescreen of half-truth and false 
argument has been refuted by the 
critics, they let it fall that the argu- 
ment is not in reality about principle 
at all, but about power and national 
self-interest. 


Opponents of Government policy have 
no power and so need not be 
respected. British self-interest de- 
mands that Government policy be con- 
tinued and supported, therefore ‘“‘ Get 
into line!” The questioning of 
Government policy undermines the 
Government’s ‘‘credibility” as a 
Government and so is “disloyal”. 


These are the sort of issues raised by 
the Biafra debate in the House of 
Commons last Thursday. And the 
decadence of political life in this 
country was never more apparent 
than in the comment and controversy 
which followed the debate, which 
centred on the supposed “ surprising ” 
smallness of opposition among MPs 
to the Government’s pro-Federal 
policy. 


Real Issues 


It is of course significant that only 62 
MPs voted against the Government, 
of which a mere 34 were members of 
the Labour Party, but the most fre- 
quent inference from this—that the 
Government is not seriously threat- 
ened on the Biafran issue—is so 
astoundingly | commonplace and 
obvious that one wonders how 


serious men contrive to restrict their 
observations to such matters. 


But that is the main interest of pol- 


itical commentators. So it is not sur- 
prising that the real issues rarely 
reach the surface of public debate, 
and the mass of people remain un- 
easy but unable to act. 


It is absolutely imperative that every- 
body who understands what is really 
happening in this war—that Britain is 
supporting a Federal military victory 
—should insist that Britain cease to 
meddle in West African affairs in its 
own interest, and make reparations 
without stint for the damage already 
done over centuries. 


Popular Dissent 


MPs, and other opponents of British 
policy who don’t wish to fight British 
policy at this fundamental level, may 
succeed in having the bombing raids 
by Federal planes into Biafra cur- 
tailed or even stopped if they keep up 
the fuss they have been making. But 
they really ought to get down to the 
basic issues, 


With Parliament clearly incapable of 
defeating the Government when its 
actions are justified by national 
self-interest—many MPs have now 
understood the logic and are arguing 
in favour of a Federal military solu- 
tion—we have to look, as with the 
other issues mentioned earlier, to 
popular dissent outside Parliament 
for any hope of a change in policy. 


Until the widespread concern in this 
country about the decimation by war- 
fare and deliberate starvation of the 
Ibo people expresses itself in really 
challenging political action, there is 
little chance of the British Govern- 
ment being forced to abandon its 
cynical commitment to the Federals. 


cally stirring things up in readiness. 
This can, of course, involve a fair risk. 


On Tuesday, March 18, for example, a 
team of three PD workers, including 
one of last month’s election candi- 
dates, Bowes Egan, were busy gather- 
ing material for a book being pre- 
pared about the Burntollet. ambush 
which took place during the Derry 
March in January. 


In the course of this, they paid a visit 
to a quarry (‘William Leslie of 
Legahorry, Burntollet’’) from which 
it is suspected that many of the stones 
used in that ambush came. 
During the visit, the foreman seized 
photographer Eamonn Melaugh by 
the neck, took the film from his 
camera, and threatened: 
“‘T will drown all three of you, and 
I can make sure that the quarry 
will never show up any of your 
remains.” 
The three got the distinct impression 


-that he meant exactly what he said. 


The fact that the foreman has been 
identified from a photograph as 
having taken part in the ambush was 
not reassuring. 

Someone called the owner, however, 
and things calmed down to a slightly 


less homicidal pitch before the party 
eft. 


The Executive Committee of the 
Northern Ireland Civil Rights Associa- 
tion (CRA) has voted to back the 
march on Stormont, planned for Sat- 
urday, March 29. 


Headline News 


This has led, however, to ructions 
within the CRA, with ex-chairman 
Betty Sinclair and_ three others re- 
signing from the Committee, and a 
special meeting of the Association has 
been called for Sunday, March 23. 


There are, moreover, bizarre accusa- 
tions of PD infiltrating and trying to 
take over the CRA getting headline 
treatment in the Northern Ireland 
press. 


Plans are also going ahead, as I re- 
ported last week, for the march to 
Dublin at Easter. Anybody from 
Britain who wants to go across will be 
welcome. It will start from Belfast on 
Good Friday. 


Contact: Cyril Tobin, c/o 43 Sand- 
hurst Drive, Belfast (OBE2-660861): 
or Alan Morrison, 211 Ladbroke 
Grove, London W11 (01-969 0915). 


Squatters Strike Again! 


Kevin McGrath writes: Notting Hill 
Squatters struck again on Saturday, 
March 15, when they helped two 
families move into 43 Artesian Road, 
London W11, a privately-owned house 
which has stood empty since 1960. 


This action highlights one of the 
greatest grievances of homeless and 
over-crowded families in the area: 
the practice by speculators of tarting 
up old houses for letting and sale at 
grossly inflated prices. 


The families concerned are Mr and 
Mrs Bill Lee and their two children, 
straight from a homeless hostel, and 
Mr and Mrs Sam Lewis, 54 years in a 
single room, with four children, and 
newly evicted. Mr Lee is English, Mr 
Lewis is Jamaican. 

Neighbours are sympathetic, and so 
were those attending the Catholic 
parish church across the road, when 
they were leafleted after Mass on 
Sunday. 

From Edinburgh comes the first news 
of squatting action in Scotland. Edin- 
burgh Squatters, a mainly student 


group, carried out a token squat in a 
high-rent Edinburgh Corporation flat 
on Monday, March 17. A “ permanent 
occupation” is being planned. 


Seven families are now squatting in 
Ilford, with the backing of London 
Squatters. An initial court action by 
Ilford Council, using an archaic 
statute aimed at unruly barons, has 
failed. The Council will now have to 
go through the proper, time-consum- 
ing legal channels. 


Meanwhile, its workmen are busy 
vandalising vacant Council-owned 
property to make it uninhabitable. 
Ilford councillors will be picketed in 
their homes throughout the weekend, 
following a public meeting and march 
from C. & A. Modes, Ilford, 2 pm 
March 22 (tomorrow). 


On Wednesday, March 26, Man Alive 

(BBC 2) will show the first of two 

“ Squatter Specials ”. Anyone inspired 

to start squatting, who wants advice 

and suggestions, contact: Jim Rad- 

fom, 5 Clockhouse Road, Beckenham, 
ent. 


Sl a De ee 
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Peace News, 


About 50 Peace News readers, 30 
local residents, and countless children 
chose to clear a large demolition site 
for use as a children’s playground on 
May 26 last year at the GLC (Greater 
London Council) estate of Bemerton, 
{slington, in North London. 

The intention was to “ dedicate” the 
ground to Gandhi as a more appropri- 
ate memorial than the official 
Centenary statue-unveiling, and to go 
ahead whatever the GLC might say 
or do. 

We established beforehand that the 
clearing operation would not con- 
stitute “trespass” and that no legal 
action could be taken if we simply 
cleared the site. (The real “law- 
breakers”, in any case, had been 
illegal rubbish dumpers.) 


Wilson’s ‘Joke’ 


But the GLC gave its “ permission ” 
just before the day, and also prom- 
ised to give up one of its near-by 
greens for children’s football. 


It was clearly unhappy, nevertheless, 
about being shown up for its “ woeful 
lack of facilities”—the words of a 
GLC official. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
to help pack Peace News 
on Wednesday nights 
and Thursday mornings 
5 CALEDONIAN RD N1 


The week before, when Peace News 
had asked residents in the GLC flats 
what was their greatest immediate 
need, 88% had said “ play-space ” and 
94% had approved of the clearance. 


The May 26 action was covered in 
The Times (with a photograph) and 
in the Guardian and two local papers. 


Since Harold Wilson had joked pub- 
licly that he might have come along 
himself to help clear if he’d been free 
that day, the Labour Party office rang 
Peace News the following week. 


Football Pitch 


Had the playground been baptised 
with the name of Gandhi, they wanted 
to know? But this was up to the local 
people, of course, especially the 
children—which is why the Gandhi 
Playspace is almost universally known 
now as “The Dump”. 


During June and July, half-a-dozen 
mothers and fathers turned out 
regularly at weekends and in the 
evenings to carry on the clearing. A 
football pitch was painstakingly level- 
led, and a sandpit dug out of rubble 
and clay. 


In the late summer, Keith Albarn and 
Partners Ltd, a design firm which 
specialises in avant-garde construc- 
tions, gave free of charge several 
large fibre-glass constructions suitable 
for building moderate-sized houses or 
even halls. 


About this time, dumpers took advan- 
tage of the cleared and open site to 
heap a great quantity of rubbish all 
along the Story Street side. On one 
occasion, when the dumpers were 
spotted, 30 angry mums surrounded 


two astonished Irish drivers, who 


quickly made their get-away. 

Just after the play-space was cleared, 
and stimulated to some extent by the 
operation, the Bemerton tenants 
formed a tenants’ association. Mrs 
Craig, its Secretary, insisted that the 
GLC protect the site and asked them, 
to provide equipment. 


Soon afterwards, fences were erected 
all round the play-space, and then 
some iron supports for swings were 
placed in the ground—though six 
months later the swings themselves 
still hadn’t arrived. 

Rats did, however. Scores of them 
emerged from the sewers and base- 
ment in the old fish-and-chip shop, 
which had been pulled down in the 
summer. 


Rat Clearance” 


The GLC and Islington Borough Coun- 
cil, between them, couldn’t decide 
who was responsible for protecting 
the local population from plague, 
typhoid, and rabies. 

In theory, the GLC is responsible for 
rats below ground (in the sewers) 
and the Borough Council for those 
above ground (in the cellars). In 
practice, they did nothing for two 
weeks and then boarded everything 
up, scattering poison everywhere. 

Six weeks of the school holidays were 
taken up with the rat clearance, and 
the play-space was completely barri- 


SID HAMMER discusses the ‘Garrison Affair’ 


VERDICT ON A VERDICT 
ON A REPORT AND A PLEA... 


Last week, in America, New Orleans 
District Attorney Jim Garrison 
seemed hoist by his own messy legal 
petard after a Criminal Court jury 
aquitted millionaire Clay Shaw of 
having conspired with Lee Harvey 
Oswald, Jack Ruby, David Ferrie, 
and divers others, likewise deceased, 
to assassinate President John Ken- 
nedy. 


Inductive Proof 


Midst rumours of demands for 
Garrison’s resignation, came the news 
that the Justice Department in Wash- 
ington was considering charges filed 
against Garrison alleging that he had 
“conspired ” to deprive Clay Shaw of 
his civil rights. 

The International Herald Tribune 
perorated soberly in an _ editorial 
titled “Verdict On A _ Report”, 
praising the vindication of what it 
called “the real defendant [which] 
was the Warren Report on the death 
of President John Kennedy ”’. 


Then, granting that the Report was 
“open to criticism”, the Tribune 
went on to ridicule all past and 
future “critics”, who ought now to 
feel a bit more humble in the light of 
“the collapse of Mr Garrison’s long 
and costly effort "—adding, for good 
measure: 


“What seems so alluring among 
the book-stacks of a library may 
look at least a little silly in the 
probing light of open court, and 
what a group of men of distinction, 


integrity, and many points of view 
set their hands to in the Warren 
peor is not to be lightly put 
aside.” 


Indeed not. For the Warren Com- 
mission was entrusted with the pon- 
derous task of ‘proving ”"—a 
posteriori and with the main actors 
gone—that there had not been a con- 
spiracy. Of course, such “ proof ” can 
only be inductive: therefore the 
Commission employed the FBI and 
Secret Service to investigate (some- 
what like hiring the fox to find out 
who ate the chickens) and took reams 
of largely irrelevant testimony demon- 
strating an absolutely reasonable 
doubt of Oswald’s innocence. 


(One can hardly deal lightly with the 
Warren Report, if only for the simple 
reason that you require a van to carry 
all the volumes home from the 
library. There is a sort of heavy- 
weight Reader’s Digest-style summary 
available in paperback, but no serious 
fanatic worth his salt would settle 
for a mere precis.) 


Tin-Horn Attorney 


In any event, Mr Garrison is not a 
serious fanatic. He may be more 
accurately described as a_ tin-horn 
District Attorney, of a type long 
familiar to Americans, whose defence 
of the public weal before the Shaw 
case consisted mainly of persecuting 
New Orleans prostitutes and homo- 
sexuals, 


The “long and costly effort” des- 


cribed by the Tribune was financed, 
at least partly, by a group of private 
individuals calling themselves “ Truth 
or Consequences of New Orleans, In- 
corporated ”. The contributors to this 
mysterious corporation, said to be a 
group of public-spirited young oil 
millionaires, are members of the New 
Orleans Athletic Club along with Jim 
Garrison and—Clay Shaw! 


Who are these good citizens, and 
what motives lay behind their 
altruism? 


Ramshackle Case 


One would be led to suspect that the 
prosecution of Clay Shaw was an in- 
cident in a vendetta between cliques 
of New Orleans high society, except 
for the peculiar—not to say bizarre 
—quality which characterised Gar- 
rison’s pre-trial-handling of the case. 


From start to finish the Prosecutor 
built a»sramshackle house of cards 
which could subsume virtually any of 
the current theories about the assas- 
sination. Whatever or whoever your 
favourite villain, Jim Garrison was on 
his track. 


Finally, just as the jurors were being 
selected, Garrison pulled out the 
stops. He subpoenaed the Director of 
the National Archives, demanding 
that he produce certain film se- 


continued overleaf 
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Rats & ‘The Dump’ 


PROJE CTS ‘Roger Moody 


caded off. By the time it was open 
again, it was too late to erect the 
fibre-glass houses, or to develop 
adventure-play activities. 

However, a rocket-ship was built— 
paint was liberally used, much of it 
eulogising Arsenal—a sand-pit was 
filled with sand—tyre swings, plank 
swings, and an iron “ gondola”’ were 
put up—and one girl broke her arm 
falling from a huge log see-saw. 


Number Plate 


Just after Christmas, another lot of 
dumpers invaded the ground. This 
time they did their job thoroughly, 
knocking down the fencing and filling 
about one-third of the play area with 
rubbish. 

One of their lorries fell over in the 
process, however, allowing the GLC 
time to send along a photographer to 
record the registration plate. 


If numbers count for anything—and 
in my experience, they don’t—up to 
50 children can be expected to use 
the play-space in warm weather, 
while on holiday, or on a weekend 
afternoon. 


At this time of the year, there are no 
more than £0 or 12 at any one time. 
Most children pass through, stop for 
a few minutes, play on the swings, 
and perhaps return later—a pattern 
of activity common in children’s 
play areas. 


Carpentry Skills 


Most of the children are drawn from 
the new blocks of GLC flats. Some of 
the most interesting conversations 
and clashes have been between these 
children and those in older houses, 
still awaiting demolition, mostly 
children from Greek, French, and 
some West Indian immigrant families. 


Apart from the local parents, half-a- 
dozen “Peace News people” have 
spent some time with the children. 
Two readers with carpen skills 
triggered a wave of shack-building 
and cat-walk construction. 


In response, some of the children pay 
regular visits to the Peace News 
offices, while Peace News’ and 
Housmans’ services—ranging from 
duplicating to film-shows—have been 


widely used by the tenants’ 
association. 
No one from Peace News has 


attempted to exercise a “ leadership 
function” in the usual sense—an 
approach which was quickly estab- 
lished right at the beginning, when 
some of the tenants feared the 
influence of Peace News as “a Com- 
munist paper ”’. 


Joyful Use 


Nevertheless, the children often ask 
me, ‘‘ When are they all coming back 
again? ’—meaning the 50 volunteers 
who helped re-claim the dump for 
them a year ago. 

The site will be built on this autumn, 
but in an environment where the 
small essentials—like flowers, gar- 
dens, and even children—are being 
ignored for huge inessentials, like 
town-halls and motor-way boxes, the 
temporary preservation of a corner of 
dirt for joyful human use is not to 
be sneered at. 

NB. Tools are very badly needed— 
preferably hammers and saws. Phone: 
Roger Moody, TER 4473. 
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Australia’s 
Revealing 
Secrets 


It was becoming “increasingly 
difficult” to maintain security in 
Australia, the Minister for Defence, 
Mr Fairhall, said at the beginning of 
March. 

A limit had to be set on the amount 
of defence information released pub- 
licly to prevent disclosures from 
threatening the nation’s security, he 
added. 

Mr Fairhall was speaking on an ABC- 
TV programme, Four Corners, which 
earlier had a feature on the US- 
Australian Pine Gap research station, 
near Alice Springs. 

Mr Fairhall said there was often a 
great deal of conjecture in the press 
about Government installations and 
much of the conjecture was 
inaccurate. 


Sophisticated 


The rapidly-widening field of press, 
radio, and television in Australia had 
created a greater strain on the 
Government in its efforts to dis- 
tinguish between top secret security 
details and non-classified material. 


“There may be times when he [the 
member of the public] has to be 
denied access to some facts. Clearly, 
there is a point beyond which you 
must not go. 

“The disclosure of some of these 
facts could threaten the security of 
the nation”, said Mr Fairhall. De- 
fence security was a prime respon- 
sibility of the Government. 


The Defence Broadcasting and Press 
Committee (which issues D-Notices to 
the press in matters of security) was 
doing a satisfactory job, Mr Fairhall 
said. “It is becoming increasingly 
difficult to keep secrets”, he added. 


In the feature on Pine Gap, Four 
Corners had interviews with residents 
of Pine Gap and Alice Springs, who 
had voiced fears that the space re- 
search station was in reality “the 
most sophisticated missile installation 
outside the United States”. 

Mr Fairhall was “reluctant to dis- 
cuss the Pine Gap. installation ”, the 
programme said—from the Mel- 
bourne Age. 


‘Not even Antigone...’ 


This text has been released by the League for 
Democracy in Greece. It was written by a Greek 
seaman, Dimitris Galatis, who recently arrived 
in England. 

Mr Galatis has spent 14 years as a political 
detainee, and four of his closest relatives are 
held as political detainees at the present time. 


His sister, Eftichia Tsoka, is one of the 137 
women whose release is called for in a petition 
currently being circulated by the League, from 
26 Goodge Street, London WC1. 


Among the 137 women held by the Greek 
Junta in the Alikarnassos Prison, Heracleion, 
Crete, for almost two years, without charge or 
trial, is a woman of the people, Eftichia Tsoka. 


Eftichia, like a new Antigone, struggled to save 
her brother, Dimitris, from execution when in 
1948 he was sentenced to death, together with 
nine other leaders of the Federation of Greek 
Maritime Unions. 

She did the same for her two other brothers, 
Nicos and Pandelis, when they were held and 
tortured in the Macronisos concentration camp, 
and for her husband, Alecos, when he was exiled 
to the island of Ai-Strati. 


She had hardly seen them all free before the 
Junta struck. Her husband was arrested on the 
first day of the military coup (21 April 1967). 
With a heavy heart she prepared a bag for him, 
with a blanket against the cold, a change of 
clothing, and some food. She took it to the 
police station where he was held. 


‘Generous Colonels’ 


She returned to her home anxious about what 
might happen to him, and about what might be 
happening to her brothers, whose whereabouts 
she did not know. 

But while she was still worrying about them, 
the Junta’s Security Police, who had never for- 
given her for all her efforts to save her brothers 
and husband, and to free all the political 
prisoners, arrived and arrested her. 

They would not let her take a bag, not even a 
change of clothing or a blanket, even though 
they knew she was a sick woman. 

So she found herself in the Karaiskaki Football 
Stadium at Phaleron, where she spent her 
nights unable to sleep because she dared not 
lie down on the cold damp floor. 

When she arrived on the island of Yioura some 
days later, she met her husband and her 


brothers, Nicos and Pandelis, who were already 
there. 

Later they were separated again—her husband 
to the Partheni concentration camp, and her 
brothers to the Lakki camp, both on the island 
of Leros. 

She was sent, with other women, to the 
Alikarnassos Prison on the island of Crete. 


Since then the “ generous ” Colonels have held 
her to die a certain slow death in the unhealthy 
cells of their prisons. For Eftichia is seriously, 
very seriously, ill. 

She has tuberculosis of the lungs, and fluid in 
the lungs. She has heart trouble, and arthritis 
and rheumatism. She is indeed a living museum 
of illnesses. 


Pentagon Vultures 


With every day that passes, the other women 
prisoners see her fading away before their very 
eyes, and there is nothing they can do. 
Yet her executioners, the “heroic” Colonels, 
remain unmoved. They want to see Eftichia go 
down into her grave slowly and agonisingly so 
that they can strike at the very foundations of 
moral values in Greece. 
They want to kill her in cold blood, to demon- 
strate that the Antigones, who know how to love 
and sacrifice for their brothers, their families, 
and their country, can no longer live in the 
land of Greece. 
They want to show that in Greece today there 
is no place for love, humanity, or dignity, but 
that the vultures of the Pentagon are in power, 
and they know but one Law, and worship but 
one God—the Law of the jungle and of force, 
the God of hate and humiliation. 
They neither respect nor take account of any- 
thing, not even the Antigones. 
Y appeal to your humanitarian feelings, and 
ask you to raise your voice to save Eftichia, so 
that she may not be left to die in prison. 
In saving Eftichia from the certain death which 
awaits her if she continues to be held, you will 
be helping to save the Antigones of the world, 
whatever their country. You will be saving Love 
and Humanity. 
With much respect—DIMITRIS GALATIS 
the brother whom Eftichia saved in 1948 
and whom the Junta have not managed to catch 
20 February 1969 


(See also Page 2) 


VERDICT ON A VERDICT ON A REPORT... 
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quences of the assassination (the so- 
called “ Zapruder” film) as well as 
other evidence which had been sealed 
in the archives, assertedly at the re- 
quest of the Kennedy family, and 
then spoke of calling Allen Dulles 
and J. Edgar Hoover as prosecution 
witnesses. All motions denied. 


The Christmas pudding was almost 
complete when, after exhausting the 
entire list of New Orleans parish in 
selecting a jury, the Judge paraded 
the jurors round a motel swimming- 
pool for the benefit of the TV 
cameras, offered the reporters free 
passes to the race-track, and bought 
the press a drink. 


While they were thus chumming at 
the motel bar, the Judge held forth 
on what evidence he would or would 
not admit in the case, automatically 
disqualifying himself and rendering 
it certain that an accidental verdict 
of “ Guilty ” would be overturned on 
appeal. 


One cannot rule out the possibility 


that the murder of John Kennedy was 
the work of a single man, or that this 
solitary individual was Lee Harvey 
Oswald, or that he did fire—with 
coincidental accuracy—that medley of 
shots which did the job. Such 
improbabilities do occur. 


But in the case of the Kennedy 
Assassination, I, and many others, 
suspected at the time—and suspected 
even more when Oswald made history 
by becoming the first person ever to 
be murdered live on TV—that some- 
thing was rotten in Dallas, Texas. 


Gentlemen All 


Naturally, the suspicion has grown in 
direct proportion to the attempts to 
allay it, till a majority of citizens have 
now come to take it for granted that 
Oswald was not alone. 

That’s not all. They take it equally 
for granted that there is absolutely 
nothing to be done about it. Which is, 
perhaps, the measure of our con- 
dition—not only in America but 
virtually everywhere in the world 


today. That man who attempts to do 
anything about it is seen as being at 
least eccentric. 


Rightly so. Anybody who has com- 
mitted the folly of trying to change 
the system single-handedly knows 
this. The Warren Commission were 
not merely cognizant of this fact of 
life: gentlemen all, whatever their 
professional political differences, they 
were well aware that the critical 
situation in the wake of the assassina- 
tion might “degenerate” into 
“ anarchy”. 


Well, if there is anything that gentle- 
men fear, it is ARCHY. So they 
did the sort of thing that gentlemen 
always do: they smoothed the whole 
thing over. Only, a few “ eccentrics ” 
were not having any. Their attacks 
on the Warren Report did not so 
much raise new questions as they 
articulated disbeliefs of an apathetic 
public which, within a year from the 
event, was whispering private specu- 
lations on the possibility that Lyndon 
Toye had been involved in the 
plot. 


Anyone who’s read Barbara Garson’s 
play, Macbird, will know that it deals 
with the above matters. Macbird ran 
to several editions in paper-back and 
played to packed houses in all the 
major cities of America. (I personally 
regret that she needed to murder 
Shakespeare, but it went over big 
with American audiences, composed 
of people who’ve willy-nilly been 
educated to hate the Bard while pay- 
ing lip-service.) 


Circus Show 


Macbird probably did more to focus 
public sentiment on the matter than 
all the “book-stack” gadflies com- 
bined. How better to deal with a play 
than with a circus? The “ Garrison 
Case ” may well have been that circus, 
sponsored by the powers-that-be and 
designed to elicit precisely the sort 
of editorial which the Tribune so 
obediently produced. Variations on 
the same theme appeared in every 
coueniege daily newspaper last week. 


Letters 


Cleaver Skips 
Bail: Helo Needed! 


Eldridge Cleaver, Minister of Informa- 
tion of the Black Panther Party in 
America, former Presidential candi- 
date, and author of Soul on Ice, has 
been forced to become a fugitive from 
political persecution at the hands of 
the CAA (California Adult Authority). 


(The CAA is a body of political 
appointees wielding absolute power 
over the fate of parolees of the State’s 
prisons—parolees who are deprived 
of the elementary constitutional pro- 
visions of due process.) 


On April 6 last year, Cleaver was 
one of a number of Panthers arrested 
following an encounter with members 
of the Oakland police department in 
which Cleaver was wounded and 17- 
year-old Bobby Hutton was killed. 


Cleaver, on parole after having 
served nine years of a 14-year sen- 
tence, had his parole summarily re- 
voked by the CAA without benefit of 
a hearing of any kind. 


Cleaver was returned to prison till 
June 1968, when Judge Raymond 


Sherwin of the Solano (California) 
Superior Court ordered that his 
parole be reinstated, having found 
that: 
“The peril to his parole status 
stemmed from no failure of per- 
sonal rehabilitation, but from his 
undue eloquence in pursuing 
political goals. 
“Cancellation was the product of 
a type of pressure unbecoming, to 
say the least, to the law enforce- 
ment paraphernalia of this State.” 


The Alameda County Court had set 
Cleaver’s bail on the charges stem- 
ming from the April incident at the 
outrageous sum of $50,000. Having 
been restored to parole status, his 
release was secured by supplying a 
bondsman’s fee of $5,000 cash and the 
signing of a surety-bond by six 
people. 
of * * 

The signatories to this letter are the 
six who signed that bond—because 
they believed then that Cleaver was 
a political prisoner, as they believe 
now that he is a political fugitive. 


Cleaver was willing to stand trial for 
the alleged shoot-out, for he was 
certain, as we were, that his in- 
nocence would be demonstrated at the 
trial. The Reagan Administration, 
however, was determined to get 
Cleaver back inside prison walls. 


It succeeded in getting a reversal of 


Judge Sherwin’s order by the State 
Court of Appeals, requiring Cleaver’s 
return to prison on 27 November 
1968, a date roughly one month in 
advance of the completion of his 
period of parole and also of the date 
when his trial was to be scheduled. 


An appeal for a hearing before the 
American Supreme Court was denied 
by Justice Thurgood Marshall, and 
Cleaver, bereft of his constitutional 
rights to due process and fully con- 
vinced that if he returned to prison 
he faced the grave risk of being 
killed there because of his politics, 
chose to become a political exile. 


We respect his judgment, and his 
right to remain alive. We have no re- 
grets about his action and our own 
role in securing his release from 
prison. We consider that the $50,000 
bail which has been forfeited was in 
truth a ransom for Cleaver’s life ex- 
acted by the State of California. 


So we ask assistance from those de- 
fenders of freedom who identify with 
our action and who wish to share in 
meeting this obligation. Cheques 
should be made out to: Cleaver Bail 
Fund, c/o Charles Garry, Attorney, 
341 Market Street, San Francisco, 
California 94105. 


Mary Jane Aguilar 
Godfrey Cambridge Phillip Shapiro 
Kathleen Cleaver Edward Keating 


(See also Page 3) 


Paul Jacobs 


COMMUNITY Again 


I am sorry that my inquiry into the 
objects of COMMUNITY should have 
brought such a string of insults and 
implied criticisms from the COM- 
MUNITY Editorial Group. 


I appreciate, and do not under- 
estimate, the feelings and needs that 
lie behind campaigns for lower rents 
and representation on housing com- 
mittees. 


The reports in COMMUNITY are con- 
cerned with these issues, and not with 
methods of escaping from the land- 
lord-tenant relationship. 


Where past campaigns are described 
that involved tenants taking over 
their own estates, the result (and 
apparently the objective) was to 
achieve greater concessions from the 
Council, not to perpetuate tenant- 
control of estates. 


Let’s draw an historical parallel. In 
the early days of trade unionism, the 
struggle was for fundamental change 
in the economic structure—to remove 
the employer-employee relationship. 


The methods for initiating this 
change involved a great deal of 
striking for higher pay, partly be- 
cause this gave a fairer distribution 
of wealth and partly because strikes 
were thought to increase the aware- 
ness of the participants. 


Strikes were also believed to heighten 
workers’ indignation at injustice, seek 
out varying paths of action, and give 
confidence in action with solidarity, 
ready for a struggle that would go 
beyond adjusting wages to change the 
system itself. 


Oe has ue perked out? pe ete is 


that today we do not have a nation 
of workers conscious of the principles 
of socialism and ready to reject a 
system based, as the COMMUNITY 
Editorial Group says, on ‘‘ money- 
lenders, manipulators, and coercion ” 


The results so far seem to be that the 
labour movement brought the mass of 
workers into second-class participa- 
tion in the very system the socialists 
were opposed to. So that while most 
workers are materially better off, they 
are less devoted than ever to 
changing the system. 


It is surely reasonable to fear that 
something comparable can happen in 
the tenants’ struggle. The resistance 
to rises can actually confirm the 
landiord-tenant relationship. 


I repeat that it is not easy to find 
ways of stepping out of a wrong re- 
lationship, but if we are seeking to 
revolutionise the system, that is what 
we must try to do. 


I want to learn what methods these 
might be: how tenants can reach 
beyond rent strikes. 

Barnaby Martin, 

Borrowdale, Carriage Drive, 
Frodsham, Cheshire. 


Middle East Myth? 


Bill Hillier (“ Israel’s Civil War ”, Feb 
28) repeats the myth that the Arabs 
were exiled from Palestine by the 
Jews. The reality is that the Arab 
exodus began before the State of 
Israel was proclaimed, and the 
Jewish authorities did their utmost to 
prevent the mass flight. 

According to the Research Group for 
European Migration Problems, as 
coy as “‘ ee Bret alge gf 1948 ie 


CO-OPERATION: The _ 
Answer to RACIALISM 


SATURDAY, 29 MARCH, 1969, 10 AM TO 5 PM 
KINGSWAY HALL, KINGSWAY, LONDON, WC2 


LOUIS CHASE : GORDON SCHAFFER 
LORD BROCKWAY : MARK BONHAM-CARTER 


HAS YOUR ORGANISATION APPOINTED DELEGATES? 


APPLY: ALFRED LOMAS, LCS POLITICAL SECRETARY, 
PIONEER HOUSE, 348 GRAYS INN ROAD, WC1 


Arab League issued orders exhorting 
the people to seek temporary refuge 


-in neighbouring countries, later to re- 


turn to their abodes in 'the wake of 
the victorious Arab armies and obtain 
their share of the abandoned Jewish 
property”. (REMP Bulletin, The 
Hague, Jan-March 1957). 


Then in April, when the Jews re- 
pulsed the first serious Arab 
onslaught, the Arab population 
panicked and started to flee in large 
numbers. 


The British Superintendent of Police 
in Haifa reported that “every effort 
is being made by the Jews to per- 
suade the Arab population to stay and 
carry on with their normal lives” 
(Report to Police Headquarters, 
Jerusalem, 26 April 1949.) 


The world has not been allowed to 
forget the Arab refugees, but has re- 
mained largely unaware that between 
1947 and 1963 about 650,000 Jews 
were uprooted from African and 
Middle Eastern countries, where their 
ancestors had lived’ for generations 
till they suddenly became anathema. 
They are now productive citizens of 
Israel. 

Edgar Fleming, 

36A Roehampton High Street, SW15. 


Prison Conditions... 


The Prison Reform Council decided 
at its last Annual General Meeting to 
produce a sequel to Inside Story, the 
pamphlet it published in 1962. 


Inside Story contained a detailed 
description and criticism of prison 
conditions, based on information 
given by "people who had recently 
been in prison, mostly for~ political 
offences. 

The sequel will cover the same 
ground, and will try to decide what 
progress has been made during the 
past seven years and what still re- 
mains to be done. 


I should be grateful if people who 
have been in prison since 1965, and 
can give factual information about 
their experiences and observations, 
will get in touch with me for further 
details. 

Nicolas Walter, 

4 Vane Close, ‘Harrow, Middlesex. 


Letters—preferably short 
or they may be cut—must 
arrive at Peace News by 
first post Monday, — Eds. 
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As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in, To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers 
(and secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified 
or displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order capies of Peace News 
for your advertised meeting: Sale or 
Return, From Circulation Department, 
5 Caledonian Road, Ni. 


21 March, Friday 


LONDON. 7.30 pm. St Pancras Town Hall. 

‘ Nigeria/Biafra—Peace or War?’ Public 
Meeting sponsored by: UNA, Social 
Morality Council, BHA, British Committee 
for Peace in Nigeria. Speakers will in- 
cludes Lord Brockway, Bishop Butler, and 


SOUTHALL. 8 pm. ‘‘ White Hart ''—Ux- 
bridge Road Ganiite Bowling Alley). 
Folk, jazz, blues club, Freeman Syndicate. 


SOUTHEND, 8 pm Civic Centre. Fr Simon 
Blake. Vietnam/Biafra, Easter 69, films 
and discussion. Southend ‘CND. 


21-23 March, Fri-Sun 


DERBYSHIRE. The Hayes, Swanwick. 
Swanwick Conference, Fee £3 6s. FPIRC. 


22 March, Saturday 


ASTON, 2.30 pm. Aston University, UNA 
Midland Region AGM. 


BRISTOL. Morning. Queens Road. On sale 
Peace News and peace literature, Helpers 
welcome, Chris Shellard. 


GRANTHAM. 10.30 to 1.80 pm. High Street, 
Peace News selling. Helpers welcome, 
Grantham Peace Action. 


LOUGHBOROUGH. 1.30 to 4 pm. Woodgate 
Street Baptist Church. Jewellery, cigarette 
lighters, flints and other bargains at 
Loughborough Peace Group and CND 
Jumble Sale. 


NORWOOD. 
London YAPPU_ Dance. Tickets: i 
Groves, c/o 6 Endsleigh Street, WCl. 


OLDHAM. 10 am. Town Hall. Help for 
leafleting for Biafra Aid Ship Day. Other 
help needed. Contact: Tony and Jenny 
Watkins 663 5605. 


23 March, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. S.0nt ‘ Salutation ''-—Snow 
Hill. Jazz club, all rote to CND. 


EPSOM. 3 pm. 8A Links Road. John Hyatt, 
National Youth Organiser. AGM Business. 
PPU Surrey Area. 


HASTINGS, 6 to 9 pm. Seafront at Fish- 
market, Peace Action Centre mobile book- 
stall, Helpers welcome. INVOLVE. 


LONDON. 7.30 pm. Round House, Chalk 
Farm. For the anniversary, of Sharpeville 
(March .21) ‘‘ Outrage! ° '—directed by 
Midge Mackenzie. Cast; ‘‘ Hair ’’ company 
from Shaftesbury Theatre, Roland Kirk 
and his Quartet, Dennis Brutus reading 
from ‘‘ Letters to Martha’’, Ginger John- 
son and his Afro-Cuban drummers, Ex- 
plosive Speen Light Show, ‘‘ How Do 
You Do by Ed Bullins, directed by 
Roland Rees, Bari Jonson, Diana Rigg. 
Organised by Anti- Apartheid Movement. 
Tickets £1 from 89 Charlotte Street, 
London W1 or The Round House, 


LONDON WCI1. 3 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
Londen YAPPU AGM. 


24 March, Monday 


LONDON. 6.30 pm, The Crypt, ay Martin- 
in-the-Fields. London School of Non- 
Violence. 


LONDON. 8 pm. Royal Festival Hall. Folk 
Meets Pop. The Fairport Convention, Pat 
Sky, Sallyangie, Al Stewart, John Peel. 
Tickets 21s, 17s 6d, 12s 6d, 7s 6d from 
i Festival Hall box office. (tel 01-928 


7.30 pm. yechnte College 


LONDON W11, 7 pm. Flat 4, 88 Clarendon 
Road. Notting Hill Anarchists. 

pm. Jane and _ David 
Graham, 58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discus- 
sion, local activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


25 March, Tuesday 


HASTINGS. 7.30 pm. Centre for Srties in 
Social Isolation, St 
Leonards-on-Sea, . Open meeting 
and discussion group. INVOLVE (Inter- 
national Voluntary Village Enterprise). 
LONDON. 6.30 pm. The Crypt, St Martin- 
in-the-Fields. London School of Non- 
Violence. 

LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, 
Malvern Place. Kilburn Anarchists. 
LONDON WC1. 7.15 pm. 6 ae Street. 
London Area members AGM. 


26 March, Wednesday 
LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King 
Street. Leicester Project: libertarian’ peace 
action and discussion. 

LONDON NWI. 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity 
Theatre, Goldington Crescent, Folk Club. 
Bar, singers welcome. Silver collection. 
LONDON WC1. ¢ Endsleigh Street. Monthly 
meeting. All welcome. Christian Non- 
Violent Action. 

LONDON W11. 8 pm. The Crypt, 242 Lan- 
caster Road. Music/poetry theatre with 
audience participation, Admission 2s 6d. 


27 March, Thursday 
BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, 
Ship Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 

LONDON. 7 pm. The Crypt, St Martin-in- 
the-Fields. London School of Nen-Violence. 
Open Meeting, 


Sid Hammer’s speculation (Page 
5) that the whole “ Garrison 
Case” was nothing more nor less 
than a circus, designed to distort 
and discredit speculation about 
the first Kennedy Assassination 
having been a _ conspiracy, is 
ominously echoed by the facts of 
the trial (if you can call such a 
peculiar proceeding a trial) of 
Martin Luther King’s alleged 
assassin. 


But Pd have thought that it 
would have been possible to 
manage things a bit less blatantly, 
and give some appearance of an 
attempt to discover the true 
facts, or to prove that Ray was in 
fact guilty. 

As it is, the effect has not been to 
discredit suggestions of a con- 
spiracy, but to greatly strengthen 

em. 


* % * 


“British peace groups have 
staged militant protests against 
their Government’s involvement 
on the Federal [Nigerian] side. 
Arms have to go out secretly at 
night to prevent protesters from 
blocking planes or staging sit-ins 
at the docks. 


“Peace spies inside the Govern- 
ment have given out dates and 
locations of arms-flights in hopes 
that they will be blocked. Many 
Britons are prepared to go to 
prison to stop the slaughter.” 


That’s the impressive-sounding 
Biafra protest scene in Britain, as 
viewed from California. (It’s from 


ED 


Terms; 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—Is extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
Same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Personal 


CORNWALL ‘Irelana Private Vegetarian 
Hotel. Poughili. Bude. Home produced 
vegetables. Every comfort. Bude 2759, 


DRINGHOE. Grange Peace Hut welcomes 
reactionaries to the decadent system. Also 
urgently need to form a nucleus for a 
School of Non-Violence, Dringhoe Grange, 
Beeford, Driffield, Yorks. 


DUREX Gossamer 21s 3 dozen. Featherlite 
13s 6d dozen, Supertrans 10s dozen. Per- 
sonal Service, PO Box No 3, Horbury, 
Wakefield. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 152 Fortess Road, 
NW5, Interlor, exterior decorating. Percen- 
tage of profits to Peace News. 


POETRY published. SAE Ken Geering, 
Breakthru, N/Lindfield, Sussex. 


Publications 


CBW Notes and Bibliography. Facts of 
Chemical and Biological Warfare in out- 
line form for speakers, organisations, and 
concerned human beings. 5s pp. J. D. 
84B Claverton 


Bernal Peace Library, 

Street, SW1. 

FREEDOM PRESS. Publish Anarchy 
monthly 2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial sub- 
scription to both for two months: 8s post 


students the desire to go off, or 


JOHN 
BALL’S 
COLUMN 


a report in the Berkeley Barb of 
a few weeks back.) 


Fact for fact it’s mostly true 
(though “many Britons” is 
rather optimistic). The total effect, 
however, is completely mislead- 
ing. 


But I suppose to anyone overseas 
who holds to the belief (illusion?) 
that most people in Britain are 
reasonably humane, compas- 
sionate, and rational, just such a 
widespread and dedicated cam- 
paign as the Barb’s report sug- 
gests must seem very plausible. 


What is really extraordinary is 
the reality: a handful of people 
beating their heads on a brick 
wall of general apathy. And in 
spite of it all, most people are 
reasonably humane, compas- 
sionate, and rational—on a 
personal level. 


* * * 


Just as the indispensable and 
sufficient function of a university 
lecturer is to inspire in_ his 


free. 84B Whitechapel High Street (Angel 
Alley) London El. 


SOCIALIST LEADER. For outspoken views 
and comment. For peace and freedom. 6d 
weekly from: 197 Kings Cross Road, Lon- 
don WCl. 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW. Weekly railway- 
men’s paper. Essential reading for those 
who want the authentic voice of railway 
workers. Obtainable 9s a quarter post free 
from 105 Euston Road, NW1. 


TRIBUNE. The leading Socialist weekly. 
Absolutely essential reading for every 
socialist, radical, and revolutionary. You 
certainly won't agree with everything we 
say—nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their views. 
You can’t afford to be out of touch, Every 
Friday from newsagents or 24 St John 
Street, London EC1. 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Lifford Place, SW13, PRO 7254. 


For sale 


BRITISH badges on sale in Holland from: 
Otto Boates, Beleislaan 2, Heiloo, Holland. 


Situations vacant 


SIIELTER seeks young designer and ex- 
hibitions organiser to assist in immediate 
planning of autumn campaign. Will be 
responsible for design and production of 
exhibitions of autumn campaign. Will be 
responsible for design and production of 
exhibitions and advising on long-term 
promotion through displays, exhibitions, 
and other projects within an office prom- 
oting a campaign to create public aware- 
ness of Britain’s , slum _ housing. Work 
includes travel outside London. Driving 


come together, and explore the 
subject he lectures about, so the 
most valuable function of a re- 
viewer is normally to drive 
people to the theatre, cinema, etc. 


A review that leaves you cul- 
turally replete, and feeling that 
it’s saved you the trouble of 
actually going to the play, or read- 
ing the book, is an abomination. 
* * * 
So if that’s your philosophy too, 
you may feel a bit irritated by 
next week’s Peace News, which 
will be running a major feature 
by Arthur Arnold on the Edward 
Bond season of plays at London’s 
Royal Court Theatre. The season 
will, of course, end on the day of 
publication, Friday March 28. 
Sorry: it just couldn’t be helped. 


Still, you’ve a week left to get to 
see the last play of the season 
(Early Morning) and, if possible, 
you should seize the opportunity. 
Edward Bond is important. More- 
over, after Easter Peace News 
will be running an interview with 
him. 

* * * 
Talking about inspirational re- 
views, Jeff Cloves’s on Page 2 this 
week is a walking example. Since 
reading it DVve been feeling I 
can’t live with myself unless I 
get to see Roland Kirk. 


Good news: he’ll be appearing at 
Anti-Apartheid’s Sharpeville 
massacre memorial evening on 
Sunday at the Round House, 
Chalk Farm, London, along with 
other good people. See Diary. 


licence an asset, Apply to: Louis Eaks, 
SHELTER, National Campaign for the 
Homeless, 86 Strand, London WC2, 


Holidays 

LOCH. LOMOND. 2/4/6 berth sloops with 
one 2/4 berth motor Jaunch now available 
for charter on Scotland’s loveliest water- 
way. Eric Wallace. The Chalet, School 
Road, Rhu, Dumbartonshire, 


VISIT the Socialist countries with the Lon- 
don CP Group Holidays, Two weeks travel 
by air. Bulgaria, at Sunny Beach, Black 
Sea. Every Saturday, May/Sept from £55. 
Sun, Sea, Socialism, Czechoslovakia, visit 
Prague and the High Tatras, £64 inclusive. 
July 19, Aug 2, Aug 16, Hungary, Lake 
Balaton and Budapest. A marvellous two- 
centre holiday. £60 all in. July 26, Aug 
2, and Aug 9. Soviet Union, 15 days. 
London-Leningrad-Moscow-Yalta. All travel 


by air. £104 inclusive. Fri, July 11, Fri, 
Aug 1. Write for details: A. Miller, 75 
Farringdon Road, ECI1. 

Cinema 

FORBIDDEN Film Festival. Corman’s '' The 
Trip’’ and ‘' Wild Angels’’. Robbe- 
Grillet’s ‘‘ Trans-Europe Express'"’. Ex- 


clusive for New Cinema members. Sub- 
scription 25s. New illustrated programme 
free. 122 Wardour Street, Wl. 734 5888. 


Theatre 
UNITY EUS 8647. Next production: “ Rag 
to the Bull ’’—a new revue opening Fri, 


April 11. Book now! 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
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Isolated from her 
audience by 
doctoral robes, a 
pulpit high above 
their heads, and 
her position as 
widow of a deeply- 
respected, 
martyred world- 
figure, Coretta 
King was last 
Sunday the first 
woman to preach 
the sermon in St 
Paul’s Cathedral. 
Yet she reached 
her audience, with 
a slow choice of 
words that seemed 
to show those of us 
watching on TV 
the effort to 
preserve her 
husband’s message 
and transcend the 
fact of his death. 


